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QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 


osseous matter, an arch of which extends from the anterior inferior spinous nro- 
c^s °f the haunch-bone across the front of the joint to the upper part of the shift 
of the thigh-bone. 

•‘This portion of adventitious bone became detached during the process of ma¬ 
ceration having been connected only by fibro-cartilaginous substance to the neich 
bouring bones,—a circumstance which shows the facility with which bone maybe 
lormed in the soft parts contiguous to a fracture, when displacement of the tin-', 
ments or any other cause excites a high degree of ossific action. In overlappiiT" 
lractures in the lower animals, I have frequently observed a distinct centre of 
ossification established in the concavity formed by the fragments, a considerable 
time elapsing before this accidental callus , as it might be termed, acquired a con¬ 
nexion with the old bone .”—Edinburgh Med. and Surg.Journ. Oct. 1S3G. 


MIDWIFERY. 


.19. Parturition of a Child at full time , and of a blightedfartus. — Mr. L. Owen Fox- 
records in a late number of the Lancet, (17th September, 183G.) an example of thi^ 
0 l _ h ® pother, tot. 30, had previously had two children. Mr. F. was called to her 
~eth Ma>\ and shortly after his arrival a large healthy child was born, ami the 
uterine efforts continued very severe, but the placenta was not expelled. After 
waiting a short time, he passed his finger along the cord to the uterus, when lit 
discovered a soft mass, not unlike distended membranes, protruding from it 
During a strong pain he made slight extension on the cord, when the placenta 
together with the mass, immediately came away. On examining the latter, he 
lound it to consist of a small male foetus, about five inches in length, surrounded 
by about three ounces ol fluid. The integuments of the foetus were softened and 
presented just such an appearance as might be expected from long maceration it 
did not give off any unusual odour. On inquiry Mr. F. could only learn that his 
patient expected to be confined at least three montlis before the event happened.' 


40. A new diagnostic sign of Pregnancy .—Professor Kluge, of Berlin, considers 
a bluish tint of the vagina , extending from the os externum to the os uteri, to h* 
a sure indication of pregnancy. According to Dr. K., this discoloration com¬ 
mences in the fourth week of pregnancy, continues to increase to the period of 
deliver}', and ceases with the lochia. The only condition considered as likely to 
vitiate the test, is the existence of hremorrhoids in a very marked degree. If’fu¬ 
ture observation should confirm the validity of this test, it will be a valuable dis¬ 
covery, from the difficulty of detecting pregnancy in its earliest period .—British 
‘r Foreign Med. Pec., from Jo urn. of Med. Chirurg., Nov. 1835. 


, ? • ftltnnc Apoplexy.-—T)n. Gennars, of Galbiati, has lately described under 
this name a disease, which he says has been ordinarily confounded with puerpe¬ 
ral convulsions, to which it bears some resemblance. ’We confess the difference 
does not strike us. He describes it as follows: 

“This disease sometimes attacks women in the last months of pregnanrv. 
during labour, or after deliver}', and is of a very fatal nature; it commences bv’a 
Kind of epileptic attack. The lips, jaws, eyes, feet, and hands are seized with 
convulsive movements; the blood is determined towards the head; the face be¬ 
comes swollen and livid; the tongue gets black, and so tumefied that the month 
is too small to contain it; a bloody froth is expelled from the mouth by the efforts 
ot respiration, which becomes pouting and irregular, the danger of suffocation 
seems imminent; the pulse is generally small and frequent. When this terrible 
paroxysm has continued for about five or len minutes, the convulsive movement* 
cease; the tumefaction and lividity of the face and tongue disappear; respiration 
becomes stertorous; the limbs remain motionless and paralyzed; the senses lose 
all power of action, as in epilepsy; and the patient falls into an apoplectic stale. 

i nis latter continues from 10 to 20 minutes; ^t ceases at length; and when the 
disease is recent, the patient awakes, as it were, from a deep sleep, recovers her 
voice, movement, and intelligence. However, in proportion as the fits become 
more frequent, the senses are recovered imperfectly, and sometimes the woman 
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remains for a considerable time in a state of coma-vigil, opening the eves when 

hi " nable ,0 a " SWe , r - Snch is ,he first of the a di.«a3e ehlra 
tertzed by three successive phenomena,—epilepsy, apoplexy, and tranquillitv 

™* cal ”’ “V f ° r !i Un ! ,ely ’ 1 l!? nly i°r “ coLvnlsions-re-appear?w!!h ,h y e 

characters already described, and, having continued for an uncertain time ter- 
inmates m apoplexy, as before. The disease now advances rapidly. The ano- 
plectic symptoms are no longer followed by tranquillity, but replaced bv an eD.len- 
Ime^a. ofTepose 650 ,n0 P rinci P al P'-nomena succee'lone 

apoTlexy^md epilepsy, haS a " iVed> a " d " chara otcrized by an interchange of 

“Finally: after a violent fit of convulsions, or even when the convulsive move¬ 
ments present little intensity, the woman falls into a pci manem “aTof apoSSv 
which terminates in death, after one or two more da s apoplujcj, 

This constitutes the third perio.l of the disease Generally sneakin'- these 
three periods are sufficiently marked, and the disease terminated Ihtallv '"Some 
S t W S’", “>■£<■ first period; in this ease we may ho^io obmtn 

£!?[;,« oft'hTs uS ,ns recourse to sursical raca,ls - The au " ior 
ti<m*Mems'to C beSn*suddenEy , w3fh i the e sec<mffi , ’ 0bSerTaMe ’ and the afli *- 

rdnUJ'jh second P cn ° d i lf 'he child remain in the uterus, the only means of ar- 
ui ^ o Pr °, ?rt ‘ SS of , lae symptoms is extraction of the ftmus. J 
he winL “ 1 rd sm ? c 'he child is dead, and even when removed from the uterus 
the apoplectic symptoms commonly peisevere, and the woman dies. 

uteres WeTa^e o^ Ch »T 3°r W Spe .f dc 'Y end * originally on irritation of the 
uterus, we have observed it (says the author) most frequently in women « 

hiMhe^n a?t 1 ? 0D ! I|S °[ pregnancy, when the uterus is considerably distended 
hy the pressure of twins; besides, a prompt delivery Is the only means of arres 

!?rt,m P n°d r o?' K The a P a r lccllc symptoms, at least in the beginning dependon 
cnilen ?" ° , b , rain ’ ? llt V" compression, as is proved by their alternations with 
ep^y.mtda state of calm; but in the third’stage the* brain is actually com 

“4f * h j* i is ? se h r hi,l ' er, ° b|,cn confounded with ordinary convulsions so 
common m hysterical or sensitive women, we are not able to determine its treat- 
ment in a fixed or positive manner. A few writers, who assure us they hide 
: " “ rJ,nar .y labour, when the neck and orifice of the uterus are dilat- 

ul, recommend artificial extraclton ol the foetus after every other means has fail 
Lh mlTb a V3 re ,0 d ° wben the disease attacks a woman auhe eighth or 
' ; mo "' b afte f delivery? In this we find authors completely silent. M Aman- 
Mntvmt’- t "m mp t '' 1 c J' rac,10n uf the foetus in the ease of a daughter of the 
ild'ncri'hT’ wb °,^ assciz cdduring labour; but unfortunately both mother 
W iL h ! d f and h , e sur S con relapsed into the old error of believin" this 
*2"W/T h °L, art ' however, the great number of faciswe now 
possess enable tis to declare that uterine apoplexy is not so fatal a disease and 

S 7 A e s C r ba d s ' SaCC r fU y ’ hefpre delivery, if proper means are employ 
“• f s ,*”? dl ease depends on irritation communicated from the uterus to the 
f nerv °r s! r' ffc mu , sl direct our treatment towards these tw3 
K n ? , “ V f • Experience shows the disease moy be subdued in its first 

Aage by treatment 1 which ts purely medical; that in Ihe second sia^e unless the 
, ir ^!t all0n t, e a, J ayedl »' rerminates in death; but that the irritation"com- 
™s L drne e f„ W ,h! n f! hl ; Uteras ,s era I ,lied and restored to its normal volume. If 
ssl.h .i lhe fim'.or commencement of the second stage, we coinmonlv 
tinam- n" d Chl d i 01 ? ! a , ter l’ e, iod ’ il is more difficult to save the chilli 

mJt y ra^nenl dMg S e^> e * aIways dcad ’ anrt ,he mother ’ s m is in 'he 

The following is "he method of treatment which the author employs— 
bis Thf commencement general bleeding; Ihcn leeches to the temples and pu- 
S >es I10t depend on plethora, and never is cut short by mere 
'™ dl ."f’ b “ t ” ,s necessary to dimmish the mass of the blood which during the 
■ reond stage oppresses Ihe head and lungs. Next to Weeding haths arc the most 
eftcaetons means. In the two eases where this affection teminaVed ft™ “bTy 
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Si ho P ri ° c 'P al remedies employed were baths nnd venesec- 

® h u d P 11 ? disease advance in spile of these means, we must have re 
“." f,, 0 surgical aid, and endeavour to empty the uterus. This is easily done 
when the disease comes on during labour; the os uteri is then dilated eithei who! 
y °[ Partially, or is at least dilatable; we therefore find little difficulty in passing 
the fm d lhC nternS ' ru P turm S “ ,e membranes, and extracting the child by 

m.t',v h0 , l l! d r abOUr be m ? rc advanced, and the head lodged in the cavity of the 
pelvis, the forceps must be employed; the child is thus Sxtracted living, and he 
mother soon recovers. When attempts at extraction are made towards the end 
of the second period, or during the third period, that is to say, when the foetus 
n a state of complete apoplexy, interrupted only by some convulsive movements 
thershfe' <0ai ’ an ^’ a Inn J orit y of cases, the operation fails to save the mo-' 

“It otten happens, soon after the extraction of the foetus and placenta, that the 
mother gradually recovers the use of her senses, becomes calm, and the disease ter¬ 
minates in a fortunate mannet; but in many other cases several hours elapse before 
in deswed result is obtained; the epileptic symptomscontinue to alternate with 
the apoplectic ones, and the disease passes away gradually: this usually takes 
Place "ben the operation is performed at a late period. The most efficacious 
means of dissipating the accidents which remain, are baths and muse. As it > 
Ih'f’rnnmm !j mtfoduce this, or any other medicine, by the mouth, it is thrown up 
Innnr.-inlll ,rT he i r aSC ““S* e^ally beneficial in the uterine apoplexy whic£ 
T™ after delivery, and which is the more dangerous, from being beyond 
a j’ ur “ lcal resource. A general bleeding should always precede the administra¬ 
tion of the muse, which may be aided by baths. * 

—'i 1 ! 0 exlra clion of the fetus and placenta, want of sufficient contractile 
“ 2* "f™. P rod " ce < 1 by ‘he apoplectic stale, may give rise to severe 
aimorrhage. but this we have always seen arrested by the usual means 
Ftnally: after the disappearance of the convulsions, the woman is often sub¬ 
ject to acute febrile symptoms, which continue for a week or fifteen days. The 
teveris generally benign, and yields to the use of baths.”—Goa. Mid.de Paris 
•No. 27, and Osscreat. Med. ' 


MEDICAL STATISTICS. 

°/nr% C °? a i! nor l a J:?-K" r “'“-We find in a recent number of 
^ 3<l September, 1836 ) some exceedingly interesting observations, 
h-sq., on this subject. The diminution of the number of deaths 

a^tfe k-iiKcnii° | Sl f Cn< S SU i fferi ‘ dby a ?‘- vcn P°P u| ation,may be regarded 
'*3 1 i* object of medical science. It there exist any fixed laws, alto- 
B ether independen. of medicine, determining the relation between the living, the 
1 he kn - 0W,ed S e of 'hose laws must precede the power of esti¬ 
mating the effect ol any given system of medical treatment. The merit of dis- 
Pecilmrly efi.cae.o'is treatment of a particular malady, is Ire- 
Sli S? different medical men, on the ground of the mortality among 
their patients being unusually low. All mention of the uges of their patients is 
omitted, and no suspicion appears to be entertained of tile fact that, under the 
,reatm ^ nt i a finfciencc of 23 years in the ages of two classes of 
doubling of the mortality. When the ages of the patients 
are unknown, the diminished duration of sickness, also, is no ground for presum¬ 
ing on any superiority of treatment. There exists satisfactory (though indirect) 

the ag'of the'patmn^ dUnUi ° n ° f ““ aUaclf of sickncss is W d <-'Pe"Jen. « 

JSSK ofl * Mr. E believes it to be afact sufficiently well 

established, that for every d eath t wo years of sickness (nearly) have been suffered. 

amo^m,o C iT‘'“ 0 “ y tllc , ,ac, > ^observes, “theannual deaths between these ages 
^ I '; Cnl ':i 1,t ' rc "7 11 be constantly sick-i per cent, of this part of thepo- 

P .»n,to ,!t P 7‘ ns ‘, he . nul 5 ’ber of cases of sickness from which the numbers con- 
ktantly sick have been derived, we have very little direct information. If the mean 





